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GAaTeEwaY PusLic PArRk oF WINDSOR
~ A Work in Progress ~

In 1999 CP Railway agreed in principal to allow the City of Windsor to convert an abandoned
railway cut beside Cameron Avenue, from Riverside Drive to Elliot Street into an international
garden, honouring Windsor’s twin cities around the globe.

Some cleanup work was done, park benches were installed and several flowering cherry trees
were planted thanks to a donation from the Consul General of Japan.

But the entranceway, the land on the corner of Cameron and Riverside, remained a barren,
unattractive, yet highly visible empty lot.

In 2002, Jack Renner, a local real estate agent and a resident in the immediate area, had
experienced a very successful year in business and felt motivated to give something back to the
community. A friend of the late Bert Weeks, an avid gardener and former mayor of Windsor, who
had spearheaded the development of nine city parks during his long political career, Jack wondered
if perhaps he could add to Weeks’ legacy.

Surveying the empty lot next to Cameron and Riverside Drive, he realized he had the perfect
location for a new Windsor park and a fitting gateway to the international gardens. Jack decided
he would create “Gateway Public Park of Windsor.”

With the blessing of CPR, the financial generosity of area businesses, the help of a local nursery,
cooperation from the City of Windsor, sweat equity of the neighbourhood and friends, as well as
Jack’s own considerable financial and physical contributions, the once drab and unsightly corner
of Cameron and Riverside overlooking the Detroit River, has been transformed into a beautiful,
community park.

But Jack isn’t finished. He and his volunteers have begun an ambitious landscaping plan for the
banks of the railway cut all the way to Wyandotte Street and he hopes to create a dog park between
University Avenue and Wyandotte.

Jack knows that in order to complete his vision, he’ll need further support from the community
and to that end, he commissioned a website as a tool to catalogue the progress of the park to date
and how interested parties can help, both financially and physically.

If you haven’t had the pleasure of strolling through Gateway Public Park of Windsor yet to
enjoy the spectacular view of the Detroit skyline while seated on one of its many benches, this
booklet will give you a good sense of what you’ve been missing. And perhaps you too will
become one of Jack’s group of dedicated volunteers!

WWW.GATEWAYPUBLICPARK.COM
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The park that Jack built

ach Renner is like o dog with @
boane, Cince he pets an ides, be does:
' J#t po. Thanks 1o Renner, the en-
tranceway 10 whal will be the Interns
tionul Gardens i now a besotifully
landscaped park ingiead of & vacan

The trick (o this
story is thai the
transformation iz
al wvirtually no
cosi o the taxpay-

ET

Where are ihe
International
Gardens? Al the
old CN reilwey
property begin
ning ai the corner
of Riverside Dri-
ve and Cameron Avemue, just fecing
ihe cify's new shiwncase sculptore par-
den Admitiedly the Gandens arenl -
acily there, vet. However, they're now
geiting staried.

This ides of & parden began a few
years oo, when CH railway afreed 1o
allow the City of Windsor 1o use the
abendoned railway cul  beside
Cameron Avenoe, from Riverside Dirj-
ve 1o Ellion as an Imernstional Gar-
den

The plan calls for the ares between
Riversice and University 10 be s Japan-
esp parden, honouring our twincity of
Pujisswa. The Jand immedistely souill,
berween Universitvy end Wyandotie
will be & Chinese garden.

The rallway cul extends souih io E}
1ien, with ihe poiential for other gar-
dens. The Canada-Japan Sociely un-
dertook 1o develop the Fujisawa gar-
deng as pari of the overall inlerngtion:
al garden,

Crver the pagt 1wo Vears, Bome clean-
up work was done. In 2001, with the
help of @ gramt from Human Resounoes
Developmeni Canada and the loan of
some equipment from the city's parks
and recreation department, the Mulij.

WISDOM

Cubraral Council cleaned up the srea,
cul ihe brich and nstalied some park
benches.

In 2002, thanks To & donation from
the Consul General of Japan, several
Japanese Mower ing cherry irees wirs
planted in the ares designated for ihe
Fujisswaandens.

But the entranceway, the [ront door
1o the futare gardens, wes s barren. un-
sightly vacant Jot i Riverside and
Tamernon.

Thet's where thines stocd when Ren:
ner had &n idea, Renner. 58 member of
the Cansds-Jepen Society, had experi-
enced a very successfal vear in his real
eslale business. He decided that he
eould pive some of thel back 1o the
community and provide s kick-siam
for the entire Internetiongl Garden

With & considerable cash contribu:
tion from Renner, the financial gen-
eroeily of ares businesses, the help of
& hocal nursery, and sweast equity of the

meighbourhood, ithe corner of
Cameron and Hiverside iz mow the
park thet Jeck buili

Property valupes

The ragped corner has become & ful
v landscaped garden with & path wind-
inig devamn insto the et of ihe park.

What'e refreshing sbout Renner is
thet he i& plein spoken aboul his mo
tives. He's not trying 1e pull the wool
over anybody's eyed, pretending 1o be
£impiy the altruistic philenthropisi.

He fully sdmiis, in fact offers up, tiat
pari of the reason he i doing thiz is ae
an imvestment. Afier all, Henner's busi
ness is real estale. Il an ares looks
gnod, the price of hovees goes up, and
&0 does his commigsion with & sale.
The comumunity benefits, and o does
Renner,

A @ real estate ageni, Renner long
apo recognized ihe conneciion be-
tween beautificat bon and property val-
hEE,

Almosl 30 vears sgo, he was pari of &

group who invested in 1he 01d Town
arez, the {far west section of downtown
Windson, between Caron and Broce Av.
BIAE

Urwner ol 1the Billings Block, Renmer
speni 8 coneiderable amoumi of his
own Tooney o sidewalk pavers,
planters, and besutifical bon of the ares
around his property. However, larger
plans overiook the dreams of the prop
erty owners in 00 Town, s the adja-
cerd ares was desipnated ss Use aie for
the mulii-ose facility and the art
£allery becarne the home of temporary
CHEIND

I was €ifficult 10 market the concept
of & guaind ald town with 1the hubbuk
of the lemporary casine and the va-
rani Jol next door, Bui the beswiifics-
tion has helped the ares maintain in
the face of adversity

Recent changes

Renner sew polentiald in 0ld Town
&nd he sees polential in the near west
gide of Windsor, And when you book a1
i1, the recent changes in the area are
significant:

* The elimination of the old Holiday
Inm has cresied & confineous park tha
rival: many in North America, from
the Ambassador Bridge headingeas,

* The generosityof Louis Odeiie has
enhanced this winding riverivon park
whth a sculpiure garden thel appeals 1o
pecple of all apes.

* The polential of the Japanese and
Chinese gardens: will be unigue

The city's policy of clearing the
riverfrom has sel the sage, a: has ihe
co-aperation al CH.

And we are how in the happy sl
tion wheire nol one bui several privaie
doners from Jack Renner and Lowie
Ddetie 1o the Japanese and Chinese
communities are helping 1o move the
area 1o the nexi level.

Sheilo Wisdom oppears every sacond
Mondoy
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Jack's Park

Windsor realtor Jack Renner credo is"it's not what
the city can do for you but what you can do for the
city.” Since last year, he has been converting a small
plot of railroad land at Cameron and Riverside
Drive. The railroad calls it "The International
Gateway Garden” but some people know it as "the
park that Jack built.”

Inspired by the late
Bert Weeks, former
mayor of Windsor and a
long-time friend, Renner
is adding to the many
parks that are part of
i Weeks' legacy.

Area residents, Parks
and Rec. and local
businesses have all
ol played a role in building
the park; Jack has
donated his own time
and money.

Due to its proximity to the Detroit River, Jack
says “standing at the north end of the park makes
you feel like you're on the bow of a ship."He hopes
to complete the garden by August. If anyone would
like to donate time, or buy a rock or tree to help
complete the gardens, call Jack at 818-3630 or 972-
1098,




A LARGE SLice oF LiFe To Go, PLEASE!
(Book BY Rick BENETEAU)

A Slice of Balance
THE GARDEN THAT JACK BUILT

by Rick Beneteau (from “A Large Slice of Life to Go, Please!”)

They arrive daily. Sometimes a single laborer but most often a crew of a half dozen. They dig,
they shovel dirt, they pour sand, they lay interlocking block, and they move large boulders
and small blocks and logs. Finally, they plant ornamental trees and shrubs.

From my 9th floor balcony where | often bring my laptop to write, | can gaze out at the
magnificent Detroit skyline and watch the large lake freighters and pleasure boats pass by. On
the trail in the riverpark I can also watch the thousands of daily visitors walk, bike and rollerblade.
Very inspiring. However, it is what is happening directly below me, on a small piece of turf that
is holding my attention these days.

What was only an empty muddy lot of few weeks ago is being transformed into a most
beautiful rock garden - stone by stone, plant by plant, day by day. Much like a jigsaw puzzle that
started as a pile of tiny cardboard pieces and ends as a complete picture.

I've witnessed on more than one occasion these landscapers tearing down a small section
they had just built only to change the shape. They are obviously following a design but when
what was once on paper became reality, they chose to make adjustments to their plan - to make
it better.

One morning while having coffee and watching the sunrise, I noticed that someone had
destroyed the section they had built the night before. | took this rather personally and became
angry with the thoughtless vandal who chose to destroy this work in progress. I didn't happen
to witness the crew's reaction to the destruction but by the time | next looked down later that
day, the damage had been repaired and a new section was being worked on.

On mornings when it’s raining, they don't show up. They can't, of course, work the ground
when it's wet. No doubt, they are putting this off-time to good use spending time with family
and friends, and resting up, as this is afterall, hard work.

The most impressive thing I've noticed about all of this is that most of these laborers take
time to stand back and take an admiring look at their progress. In fact, the leader of this crew,
the one who shows up alone on certain days, is always the last to leave, and although I'm too far
away to see the details of his face, I can tell that when he takes a long, last look before he leaves
in the evening, it's beaming with absolute pride!

This emerging rock garden is a perfect example of the Balance we all need in our lives. Time
to plan, time to work, time to spend with those we love, time to adjust, time to rebuild and time
to sit back, admire and be proud of all that we have accomplished.

What was once a patch of mud has become a place of beauty that will impact thousands of
people in a most wonderful way.

I ask, shouldn't our lives be like the building of a rock garden?

©2003 Rick Beneteau



Green@ Shield

CANADA
Where geclity is more than a claim

August 21, 2003

Mr. Jack Renner
150 McEwan
Windsor, Onlario
MN9B 2E4

Dear Jack:

I would like to congratulate you on both your sense of communily and for the beautiful
garden you have created at Riverside Dr. and Cameron Avenue. Additionally, the
benches dedicated to Wendy Regnier and Dr. Ed Mazak have very special meaning for
all of us at Green Shield Canada.

We are unable to commit to any funding in 2003 for the completion and upkeep of the
garden. However, we are pleased to pledge $5,000.00 for the 2004 year.

We ask thal you follow up with us early in 2004, advise us 1o whom tha cheque is to be
paid, and we will procass the payment promptly for you,

Once again Jack, congratulations on a great community accomplishment!
Yours truly,
,J. David Gamer

Execulive Vice-President &

Chief Opsarating Officer
Hiwor 200 Fgamaridenal ions\unappicwsdienne doe
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477 Anchor Dirive, PO, Box 1606, Windsor, Oniario MOA 681
Fhore (319 7301133 Twwats -800-203-5612  Fax (509 7390046
& Toranla & Lomnilon ® Vancouver
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Jack,

It was great to see you this morning to discuss the security
enhancements for the garden project on Riverside Dr.

When you have a moment can you send me a brief not that will
summarize or outline your needs for us to consider and pass along to
our operations manager?

Jack, we want to make sure that your project is a success and we want
to work with you.

Regards and once again thank you.

John Parent
The Jobs Tunnel



